RE: Talon Metals Tamarack Mine EIS Scoping Potential Effects of Dewatering and Drawdown
Dear DNR Tamarack EAW Project Manager,
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Talon Metals Tamarack copper-nickel mine (“Talon mine”). The Talon mine would damage some of the most abundant natural wild rice beds in the United States, located just a few miles downstream of the mine. Both Tribal and Non-Native harvesters of wild rice come to these rice beds from across Northern Minnesota. Talon mine pollution and mine dewatering both have the potential to degrade and contaminate wild rice.
Sulfate levels are low in Aitkin County wild rice lakes, and any increase may diminish wild rice abundance. The Talon deposit is a “massive sulfide mineralization” and water contacting waste rock or ore during construction and mine operations is likely to contain high levels of sulfate, conductivity, and toxic metals. Sulfate and conductivity impair wild rice, and other mine chemicals–like arsenic–can make eating wild rice unsafe.
Dewatering during mine construction and operations could alter the hydrology that sustains wild rice. Talon’s main mine tunnel will be built in a peat bog, requiring substantial dewatering. Talon estimates that peak dewatering during the years of mine operations would be 180-350 gallons per minute (gpm), or about 3.5 million gallons per week. (Talon EAW July 2026). Dewatering can draw down and dry out wetlands and wild rice beds even if the water is taken from bedrock, since surface waters and deep and shallow aquifers are connected.
Needed for EIS:
1. What are baseline conditions for wild rice, including abundance, sulfate in the water, and sulfide in sediments?
2. How much sulfate, conductivity, and metals would be in mine construction water, stormwater contacting mine facilities, and mine inflow and how much of each type of water would be produced?
3. How much of these types of mine-related waters would be produced and how would they be stored and treated before release?
4. Where would any treated or untreated mine-related water be released to wetlands, ditches, or other surface water?
5. How would treated and untreated mine-related waters compare to all state and federal water quality and health standards, including rules against toxicity and degradation?
6. Where are faults, fractures, or any other conditions in the rock that would result in higher mine inflows and more dewatering?
7. DNR should require Talon to share with experts for Tribes and the public the models and assumptions used for the EIS to calculate levels of chemicals or dewatering that would result from its mine.
8. DNR should require that the EIS evaluate alternatives that would reduce dewatering and drawdown from the Talon mine.

Thank you for considering my comments and making sure that the EIS includes this important information.

Sincerely,
[Fill in your information here]


