RE: Talon Metals Tamarack Mine EIS Scoping Potential Effects on Mercury and Methylmercury
Dear DNR Tamarack EAW Project Manager,
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Talon Metals Tamarack copper-nickel mine (“Talon mine”). I am concerned that the Talon mine would excavate and dewater peatlands and wetlands, discharge sulfate and mercury to the water, emit dust containing sulfide, and burn diesel and propane containing mercury. These factors create the perfect storm to increase mercury contamination of fish.
Waters near the proposed Talon mine currently have low sulfate, so any addition of sulfate would increase mercury methylation and bioaccumulation in the food chain. Just a few miles away, Big Sandy Lake, Lake Minnewawa, and Round Lake are already impaired due to excessive mercury in fish, as are many downstream segments of the St. Croix River. Tribal members, cabin owners, and rural and urban residents rely on plentiful fish that is safe to eat for nutrition, culture, and their way of life. Methylmercury is toxic to fish, wildlife, and to the developing brains of children and of fetuses and infants whose mothers have eaten mercury-contaminated fish.
Please include the following in scoping for EIS environmental review:
1. Baseline information on current chemicals in wetlands (including mercury, methylmercury, sulfate, and sulfide).
2. Baseline information on sulfate in the water and sulfide in sediments in lakes and streams near and downstream of the Talon mine.
3. Information on existing hydrology and how it would be changed by the Talon mine.
4. Analysis of how dewatering and rewetting of wetlands would be affected by drought, floods, and extreme rains related to climate change.
5. Information on the volume of mercury and sulfide that would be emitted to air from crushing and loading of Talon ore and waste rock and by burning diesel and propane.
6. Information on mercury and sulfate in any water that would be released from the Talon mine— including stormwater, construction water, mine contact water, and treated water.
7. Information on the location(s) and volumes of mine affected water, treated or untreated, that would be released from the Talon mine.

Thank you for considering my comments, and making sure the EIS has this necessary information.

Sincerely,
[Fill in your information here]


