RE: Talon Metals Tamarack Mine EIS Scoping

Dear DNR Tamarack EAW Project Manager,

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed Talon Metals Tamarack nickel-copper-cobalt mine (“Talon mine”). I’m concerned that Talon’s mine proposal for EIS environmental review is misleading. The Talon mine threatens water quality, wild rice, fish, human health, and the abundance needed to exercise Treaty-reserved rights.

The Talon deposit is a “massive sulfide mineralization” and water contacting waste rock or ore during construction and mine operations is likely to contain—and discharge—high levels of sulfate, conductivity, and toxic metals. Aitkin County, where the proposed mine would be located, is one of the world’s most abundant “wild rice baskets” with naturally low sulfate lakes. The region is an irreplaceable source of sustenance from wild rice, fish, and clean water for Tribal members, cabin owners, and rural and urban residents of Minnesota. 

Adding sulfate to low-sulfate waters and dewatering wetlands increases mercury contamination of fish, releases nutrients that cause algae blooms, and diminishes wild rice. Talon mine pollution would flow into the Mississippi River and, if the Talon mine expands into a “district scale” mine, would also contaminate the St. Croix River.

This is what I’m asking DNR to do for Talon mine EIS environmental review:

1. Stop the EIS process until Talon provides information on mineral reserves and a realistic project plan. Don’t allow a bait-and-switch on Minnesota.
2. Analyze Talon’s ore and waste processing and tailings disposal alternatives in North Dakota and Michigan. Are they real? What effects would they cause?
3. Tell the truth about dewatering of wetlands and groundwater and the effects on Talon mine drawdown and pollution on fish and wild rice abundance and mercury contamination of fish. Would Tribes and local fishing economies be harmed?
4. Require a Health Risk Assessment that includes all the ways in which Talon mine pollution can harm workers and residents and a Health Impact Assessment that considers nutrition, Tribal culture, and the effects of boom and bust mining on local communities.
5. Evaluate the No Action/No Mining alternative that includes 100% metals recycling and how much money taxpayers would save if no more Talon subsidies were paid out.

Thank you for considering my comments and making changes needed to protect Minnesota’s natural resources, health, and the integrity of EIS environmental review. 

Sincerely,
[Your information here]
